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stance, the Congress had carried the acceptance
of the Constitution proposed and, in the end,
edited by him, and gave him an uproarious
ovation, he himself joined in the applause to
show that he did not accept this homage as
arising from appreciation of him personally,
but solely of his policy.

It is manifestly irksome to Stalin to be
idolised as he is, and from time to time he
makes fun of it. The story goes that at a little
dinner which he gave on New Year's Day to a A toas
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circle of intimate friends, he raised his glass friends
and said: " I drink to the health of the in-
comparable leader of the peoples, of the great
genius Comrade Stalin. There, friends; and
that is the last time I shall be toasted here this
year."

Of all the men I know who have power,
Stalin is the most unpretentious. I spoke frankly
to him about the vulgar and excessive cult
made of him, and he replied with equal can- Frankness
dour. He grudged, he said, the time which he
had to spend in a representative capacity, and
that is easy to believe, for Stalin is, as many
well-documented examples have proved to me,
prodigiously industrious and attentive to every